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MARIAHENTY

"Maria is a formidable barrister, a real star in the making. Her
advocacy is outstanding."

Legal 500, 2025

Call: 2012 For enquiries please call +44 (0)20 7353 0711 or email

Maria Henty is building a practice in all areas of family law, with a particular interest in family finance.

Maria read social and political sciences at Girton College, Cambridge before converting to law. Prior to coming to
the bar, Maria worked for two years as a solicitors’ agent, attending the County Court on a daily basis on a variety of
civil matters.

She is a founding donor and assisting barrister for the legal charity Not Beyond Redemption, assisting mothers in
prison or recently released from prison with re-establishing and regenerating the fundamental relationship between
mother and child.

Maria accepts instructions to act as an evaluator in private FDRs.
Maria is direct access qualified.

In January 2024, Maria was reported in the following judgment: Kv Y [2023] EWFC 262 (B) following complex
private children proceedings. Maria was praised in the judgment for the clear and careful way in which she put her

client’s case.

In October 2024, following an appeal in the High Court in August 2024 Maria was reported in the case of Re: V
(Appeal: Relocation) [2024] EWHC 2600 (Fam). In this matter Maria successfully represented the respondent
mother on appeal. The matter concerned internal relocation by the mother to a Northern city.

“Mariais fantastic - | never have any hesitation in briefing her. She’s always well prepared and a robust advocate.
She has excellent client care and communication skills. | have instructed her on some cases with unusual
circumstances and she gets to grips quickly with the salient facts and her advice is spot on.” - Partner, Chambers &
Partners and Legal 500 ranked firm
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“Maria is absolutely brilliant with clients. She is so friendly and approachable yet straight-talking and tough when
she needs to be. Maria is always so well prepared which together with her eye for detail really instils confidence in
the client. It is a pleasure to instruct Maria as she just makes it so easy.” - Solicitor

“I regularly brief Maria as | know that her prep is impeccable and she is always prepared to go above and beyond for
the client. She is ajoy to brief.” - Deputy Head of Family Law, Regional Firm

“Mariais a pleasure to work with. She has excellent client care skills and goes above and beyond for her clients and
instructing solicitor.” - Partner, Chambers & Partners and Legal 500 ranked firm

“Mariais not only an excellent advocate but her client care skills are a cut above the rest. Maria’s energy and dogged
determination is inspiring. She is always extremely well prepared and shows real empathy for every client who feel
well cared for, safe in the knowledge she will fight for them. Maria is my first choice every time.” - Partner,
Chambers & Partners and Legal 500 ranked firm

“Maria gets to the heart of the issue straight away and will always find a sympathetic but pragmatic way forward.” -
Chambers & Partners, 2024

“Maria is an absolutely top-draw advocate, a force of nature in court, dealing with the trickiest of opponents or
litigants in person with calm composure. Maria is both forensic in her analysis and empathetic with clients. She is
always approachable and good-humoured, even on the toughest of cases. She is simply excellent.” - Legal 500, 2024

“Excellent client skills and a very robust advocate. She really cares about her cases and her instructing solicitors.” -
Chambers & Partners, 2024

Family Finance

Maria has a growing family finance practice and has experience in dealing with cases involving pensions, foreign
assets, companies, multiple properties, intervenors, trusts, enforcement, freezing injunctions, and pre-nuptial &
post-nuptial agreements.

Maria welcomes the use of ADR and has experience in representing clients at private FDRs and in final hearings
conducted by way of arbitration.

In the summer of 2019, Maria assisted in house at a boutique firm of family solicitors in London. Maria worked on
cases concerning high net worth and ultra-high net worth individuals.
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Maria acts in family finance cases from first appointment to final hearing.

Maria has also acted in Schedule 1 Act claims.

Selected Cases
H v H (2020)

Multi-day preliminary issues hearing concerning assets outside of this jurisdiction, with intervenors.
EVE(2019)

Represented an applicant at a three day final hearing. Respondent was represented by a silk. Argument concerning
whether the child was a child of the family. Successful in arguing that the child was a child of the family, that this was
a needs case, and securing a 90:10 split in favour of the applicant as a result. Outcome upheld on appeal. Successful
in obtaining a costs order against the respondent in respect of unreasonable conduct and failure to comply with the
Family Procedure Rules.

SvS(2019)

Enforcement and order for sale application in a case where the financial remedies order was over 20 year’s old.
Involving property out of the jurisdiction and advice from foreign lawyers.

HvH(2019)

Represented a respondent at a four day final hearing. Extensive assets outside the jurisdiction and a dispute over
whether the decision of the court (and appeal court) in that jurisdiction should be binding. Successful in obtaining a
substantial costs order against the applicant in respect of unreasonable arguments run at trial and non-compliance
with the Family Procedure Rules in respect of offers.

KvK(2019)

Represented a respondent in a one day final hearing. Successful in obtaining a lump sum order for the respondent
who had elevated needs in light of a long standing injury, despite the parties having a young child and limited
resources.

Hv H(2018)

Represented an applicant who retained approximately 90% of the matrimonial assets by way of final court order
following the respondent’s non-compliance. Cross-examination of respondent following an ‘oral Form E’ at court.
Decision upheld on appeal.
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SvB(2018)

Successful Schedule One Children Act 1989 claim, resulting in the applicant and children remaining in the family
home and the respondent leaving, a one day contested final hearing.

VvV (2018)

Following continued non-compliance with a final order, successful in obtaining an order that the respondent vacate
the FMH and afford the applicant vacant possession, by way of possession order. Also secured a costs order against
the respondent.

Children Law (Private)

Maria has represented parents at all stages of private children proceedings: her experience at trial in the criminal
and civil courts means that she is well practised in cross-examination, including of experts.

Recently Maria has been involved in cases involving: international relocation; internal relocation; leave to remove
temporarily from the jurisdiction for a holiday; consent as to medical treatment; revocation of parental
responsibility; special guardianship orders for family members; change of a child’s name; witchcraft; parental
alienation; appointment of guardian; and sexual abuse of a child.

She also has experience in respect of enforcement applications and appeals.

Maria has been praised for her thorough preparation and presentational skills.
Selected Cases

SvA(2018)

Following two years of litigation, successful reunification of applicant and child including a change of who the child
lives with. Complex factual background, including the involvement of social services with another child, domestic
abuse, corporal punishment, and allegations of witchcraft.

BvB(2018)

Success at one day final hearing in respect of a prohibited steps order remaining in place so as to prevent a medical

procedure.
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WvW (2018)

Successful defence in enforcement proceedings, avoiding any form of punishment or fine, following repeated
breaches of a final order. One day contested hearing.

LvL(2018)

Secured a SGO in favour of aunt and uncle.

BvA(2018)

Application for leave to remove from the jurisdiction to a Non-Hague convention country. One day contested
hearing.

JvJ(2017)

Successful revocation of father’s parental responsibility and order that father have no contact or association with
the child, in light of his very serious sexual abuse of the mother.

MvM (2017)

Application for leave to remove permanently from the jurisdiction, one day contested hearing.

Qualifications

e BPTC (Very Competent)
e LLB (GDL Conversion)
e MA Cantab Social & Political Sciences, Girton College, Cambridge

Professional associations

Family Law Bar Association (FLBA)
Committe Member for Hampshire Resolution

Founding Donor and Assisting Barrister - Not Beyond Redemption

Western Circuit
Elected Wine Treasurer, Western Circuit (2024)
Joint deputy team leader for the chambers Private Children team
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¢ Volunteer pro-bono advocate for CFC Duty Scheme

Professional activities

Cholmeley Studentship, Lincoln’s Inn

Droop Scholarship, Lincoln’s Inn

Denning Society Lincoln’s Inn
Council of the Inns of Court Essay Prize, Winner

Publications

‘Children in proceedings, beyond wishes and feelings: how their views should be obtained and when and by whom
should the court’s decision be relayed to them?’ (Family Law Journal, July 2024)
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